
KENYA JUNIOR SCHOOL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT

ENGLISH GRADE 9

OPENER TERM 3 2026

NAME…………………………...ASSESSMENT NO……………….

DATE……………………………...SIGN………………………………

TASK 1A:

READING COMPREHENSION

When John heard a knock at the door, he did not know what was in store for him. A tall figure, a shadow of  

himself, stood rooted to the ground. John had longed to meet him. It was now a decade since he was born. His 

father had denied the pregnancy and had vanished into thin air. John's mother and father had never seen each other 

since then. The latter was dark. He glared at John. John had taken too long to answer the door. This seemed to 

have  rubbed  his  long  lost  pater  the  wrong  way.

After a moment of silence, John was astonished that his parents had hurriedly buried the hatchet. He was however 

happy that at last he would enjoy the company of the duo.

1. What attracted the attention of John?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. John had longed to meet him. Give a phrasal verb that means the same as the underlined word.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. For how many months had John's father not seen him?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why did John's father flee?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the meaning of the following words as used in the passage?

a) Pater

___________________________________________________________________________

b) Latter


